with major problems, I doubt that this warning is enough.
The books purports to advise on how to perform numerous procedures and deal with numerous potentially life-threatening situations. It falls down badly because it is too brief. Should one ever write instructions of how to do a procedure without fully outlining precautions to be taken and at least listing the possible complications?
Similarly flow management charts can be very dangerous in the hands of the inexperienced. If one slavishly followed the one for management of postoperative hypertension (defined as a systolic> 120 mmHg, or a mean> 85 mmHg) many patients would be overtreatedand in those who had poorly controlled hypertension preoperatively, to the detriment of their renal function.
In the flow chart dealing with postoperative hypotension the statement is written, 'aim to increase filling pressure to the point where there is no increase in blood pressure' ie. optimise the 'Starling Curve'. Taken at face value this advice could be very dangerous (risk of pulmonary oedema).
In summary the usefulness of this little book as a practical guide to management of potental serious postoperative problems is limited by its extreme brevity.
G. M. CLARKE Royal Perth Hospital. WA.
Raised Intracranial Pressure -A Clinical Guide.
B. North, P. Reilly. Butterworths Pty. Ltd., p.a. Box 345, North Ryde, N.S.W. 2113; $65.00; 160 X 240 mm; pp. 109. This clinically orientated monograph is written by two well-known Australian neurosurgeons. It outlines the anatomy and physiology of the cerebrospinal fluid, the pathology of raised intracranial pressure (lCP) plus the monitoring and management of intracranial hypertension. The lucid and concise descriptions are complemented by some excellent diagrams and illustrations. While the methods of monitoring ICP are detailed and there is a welcome precis on the management of intracranial hypertension, the effects of anaesthetic agents on ICP are only given a cursory mention. This book will serve as an excellent introduction to intracranial hypertension for nursing and paramedical staff plus trainees in neurosurgery, intensive care and anaesthesia. Neuroanaesthetists and intensivists will find that the book provides a basic summary of the information on raised ICP. However, they will be disappointed that it does not explore the enigmas and frustrations that often bedevil the management of intracranial hypertension.
W It explores twenty-three topics relating to clinical problems, monitoring, technology and ethical issues and presents them in a problem-orientated manner. Each topic is illustrated with one or more case studies that reflect the decision-making processes encountered in the critical care unit. Contentious issues of management are debated, therapy instituted and the response presented. The case studies convey realism and not all have a happy ending. The book contains many tables and diagrams of practical value.
This book is a refreshing approach to topical aspects of critical care medicine and at least creates the impression that the authors of individual chapters are clinicians who encounter the problems in daily practice. It is recommended as easy reading and it is to be hoped that this problem-orientated approach becomes forerunner of other similar publications. It covers all aspects of acute airway management from mask and airway techniques to cricothyroidotomy in both the adult and paediatric age groups. There is a separate chapter on fiberoptic techniques, which unfortunately does not discuss the particular problems of this technique with small children.
It is easy to read and there are many illustrations. However, the author himself notes that not all photographs are of sufficient clarity, particularly for readers relatively unfamiliar with the anatomy.
Overall, this is an important book as airway management skills are essential for all medical practitioners. Much of the information given will be basic to experienced anaesthetists; however, the book would be a very useful addition to all medical libraries and in particular, anaesthetic or intensive care departments. There are twenty well-referenced chapters, several of which contain excellent comprehensive reviews of 'state-of-the-art' knowledge of the pathophysiology of cerebral insults from trauma, ischaemia, subarachnoid haemorrhage and encephalopathies due to sepsis, organ failure, drugs and metabolic disturbances. The reader is cautioned against expecting to find a single agent or treatment for these extremely complex conditions. However, exciting new directions for pharmacologic treatment are included in many sections.
BRUCE McLEOD

Princess
Monitoring techniques are well covered including evoked potentials, cerebral blood flow, bedside magnetic resonance spectroscopy and the promising new technique of near-infrared spectroscopy. The chapters on intracranial pressure monitoring and treatment and on prognosis of brain failure are also good.
In a book of this type there are some inevitable repetitions, but also a surprising number of spelling errors. I am not sure why nine pages are devoted to details of neurosurgical skills and I would like to have seen a larger section devoted to meningitis. However, the criticisms are minor. This is a valuable book for those seeking new ideas in understanding and treating their patients with acute cerebral diseases.
PAUL SWAN
Princess Margaret Hospital, Perth
Clinical D-6900 Heidelberg 1; DM168; 235X155 mm; pp. 511. This book brings together a series of up-to-date reviews on the general theme of oxygen transport and tissue oxygenation, The topics covered are grouped into areas relevant to basic sciences, monitoring, intensive care, anaesthesia and cardiopulmonary resuscitation. A very diverse range of material is presented in the thirty-five separate reviews, each written by authors in the forefront of research in their particular area. Several areas which receive particular emphasis in the book are pathological supply dependency of oxygen uptake and the role of toxic oxygen radicals in hypoxic/ischaemic and organ damage.
The reviews are of a consistently high standard and a number of them are outstanding. Despite the varying styles the book is very readable, contains a wealth of information and is highly recommended. It will be of great value to the general reader and to trainees in anaesthesia and intensive care. Each chapter describes the basic physiology of the hormone or metabolic process and then the specific alterations induced by burns. These discussions are supported by diagrams, graphs and references. Basic science aspects are better than clinically oriented chapters. The role of inflammatory mediators is covered in depth.
Overall, this is an impressive coverage of the pathophysiology and metabolic consequences of burns. Clinical management issues such as pain control and blockade of inflammatory mediators
